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forces, many of whom came from Baghdad, formed a
secret society called the Ahd al Iraqi, the purpose of
which was to attain the absolute independence of Iraq
in its close federation to an equally independent Syria,
to include Palestine, under the control of King Husain
or some member of the Sherifian family. The Arab
aspirations seemed about to be realized when in October,
1918, an Arab State headed by Emir Feisal had already
been established in the Damascus-Aleppo region; it was
subject only to the British army of occupation, supposed
by most persons to be a temporary step which would
result later in more or less complete Arab independence.
The national ambitions of the Arabs, however, became
decidedly inconvenient for those Great Powers which
had become parties to secret treaties during wartime.
The British-Husain understanding has already been men-
tioned. While this arrangement has considerable justi-
fication in its effect on the winning of the war, the same
cannot be said for the equally significant agreement of
May 9, 1916, between the British and the French, which
divided between these two countries most of the southern
section of prewar Turkey, largely inhabited by Arabs.
This concord, called the Sykes-Picot Agreement (Select
Document 5) was named after the British and French
negotiators respectively, the former a great admirer of
the Arabs notwithstanding that the treaty which bears
his name interferes with their hopes and desires, and
M. Picot, who had served as French Consul General at
Beirut. Five zones were created, roughly a£ follows:
(1) Palestine, extending from the River Jordan to the
Mediterranean, which would be internationalized; (2)
Haifa, a Palestine port, and Iraq, from near Tikrit to
the Persian Gulf, to be a British sphere of influence;
(3) the Syrian coast from Alexandretta to Tyre, Cilicia
and most of southern Armenia to be French; and (4) the
interior, constituted mainly of the -provinces of Aleppo,

